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Key aim of Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

 The key aim of EIA is to achieve sustainable
development and create sustainable societies.

Environmental and social impact assessment is a
process of estimating and assessing impacts on
the environment by development projects and
activities. It also identifies the methods and
standards for preventing, mitigating and reducing
such potential impacts on the environment.



Key Principles of EIA

e Effective environmental assessment is achieved
through the adoption and application of key principles.
These include:

— Proponent bears the cost of the application and
assessment process;

— Public participation at all stage of the process;

— Access to information by civil society and the government;
— Transparent process;

— Best available scientific information;

— Clear decision-making;

— Effective compliance and enforcement



Primary Mechanisms for EIA

Reliance on participatory approaches (Principle
10);

Application of the precautionary principle
(Principle 15);

Application of the principle of intergenerational
equity (Principle 3);

Conservation of biological diversity and ecological
integrity is a primary consideration (Principle 4);

Improved valuation, pricing and incentives
(Principles 8, 12, 13, and 16).



Standard and Guidelines

 Interim Standards
e Guidelines

* What should be used?

— |FC guidelines

— World Bank, ADB Safeguards Policies

— ASEAN guidelines e.g Marine Water Quality
— Other sectoral guidelines



1994 National Environmental Policy

The wealth of the nation is its people, its cultural heritage,
its environment and its natural resources. The objective of
Myanmar’s environmental policy is aimed at achieving
harmony and balance between these through the
integration of environmental considerations into the
development process to enhance the quality of the life of
all its citizens. Every nation has the sovereign right to utilise
its natural resources in accordance with its environmental
polices; but great care must be taken not to exceed its
jurisdiction or infringe upon the interests of other nations.
It is the responsibility of the State and every citizen to
preserve its natural resources in the interests of present
and future generations. Environmental protection should
always be the primary objective in seeking development.



Standards and Guidelines

* |[n the U.S. a pre-construction permit based on
the best performing technology that is feasible
for the intended purpose of the plant is known
as a BACT (Best Available Control Technology)
permit, in the EU it is known as a BAT (Best
Available Technique) permit.

* Doesn’t prescribe the technology but sets the
standard that must be met or bettered.



* (c) Best Available Techniques or BAT means the most
effective and advanced stage in the development of activities
and their methods of operation which indicate the practical
suitability of particular techniques for providing in principle
avoidance, prevention, reduction, mitigation and
compensation as the basis for Emission Limit Values designed
to prevent and, where that is not practicable, generally to
reduce emissions and the impact on the environment as a
whole, where:

‘Best’ shall mean most effective in achieving a high general level of
protection of the environment as a whole;

‘Available’ technigues shall mean those developed on a scale which allow
implementation in the relevant industrial sector, under economically and
technically viable conditions taking into consideration the cost and
advantages, as long as they are reasonably accessible to the operator; and

‘Techniques’ shall include both the technology used and the way in which
the installation is designed, built, maintained, operated and
decommissioned



http://firstforsustainability.org



Emission Limits — Thermal Power
Plants









New rule for mercury in PRC and USA



Compliance costs of $40 billion in PRC

* Arecent report (2012) by the China Council for
International Cooperation on Environment and
Development (CCICED) recommended that China
tighten its mercury standard to 0.005 mg/m3 by
2015, and 0.003 mg/m3 by 2020.

* Chinese standard (0.03 mg/m3):

1) U.S. standard, as it applies to a Bituminous coal
plant: 0.0017 mg/m3 (0.013 |b/GWh)

2) U.S. standard, as it applies to a Lignite coal
plant: 0.0153 mg/m3 (up to 0.12 Ib/GWh)






* Emission discharge standards v ambient
environmental standards

* Specific facilities or industries v general
standards for local areas, regions or cities and

towns.









ASEAN
MARINE WATER QUALITY
Management Guidelines
and Monitoring Manual

e ASEAN-
MarineWaterQualityManagementGuidelinesand
MonitoringManual.pdf




 Workers’ accommodation: processes and

standards A guidance note by IFC and the
EBRD

* International EIA Info and Guidelines/IFC
workers accomodation.pdf




Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

Non-binding principles
OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises
— 2011 Edition

Equator Principles

Guidelines for Environmental Protection in
Foreign Investment and Cooperation, Ministry
of Commerce and Ministry of Environmental

Protection, PRC.



OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises

1. The Guidelines are recommendations jointly
addressed by governments to multinational
enterprises. They provide principles and standards of
good practice consistent with applicable laws and
internationally recognised standards. Observance of
the Guidelines by enterprises is voluntary and not
legally enforceable. Nevertheless, some matters
covered by the Guidelines may also be regulated by
national law or international commitments.

2. Obeying domestic laws is the first obligation of
enterprises.



OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises

A. Enterprises should:

1. Contribute to economic, environmental and

social progress with a view to achieving
sustainable development.

VI. Environment

Adopt Environmental Management Systems
Precautionary Approach

EIA — can be voluntary, including contractors



Equator Principles June 2006

Guiding principles for the financial industry. A benchmark
for determining, assessing and managing social and
environmental risk in project financing. SUS10million of
more.

Principle 2: Social and Environmental Assessment

For each project assessed as being either Category A or
Category B, the borrower has conducted a Social and
Environmental Assessment process to address, as
appropriate and to the EPFI’s satisfaction, the relevant
social and environmental impacts and risks of the proposed
project (which may include, if relevant, the illustrative list of
issues as found in Exhibit Il). The Assessment should also
propose mitigation and management measures relevant
and appropriate to the nature and scale of the proposed
project



Equator Principles

Category A — Projects with potential significant
adverse social or environmental impacts that are
diverse, irreversible or unprecedented;

Category B — Projects with potential limited
adverse social or environmental impacts that are
few in number, generally site-specific, largely
reversible and readily addressed through
mitigation measures

Also have specific project guidelines.

2008 PRC SEPA agreed to promote Equator
Principles



Notification of the Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of Environmental Protection on
Issuing the Guidelines for Environmental Protection in Foreign Investment and Cooperation

March 1, 2013 - 15:28 BJT (08:58 GMT) MOFCOM english version

Issued by: Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China and Ministry of Environmental
Protection of the People’s Republic of China Shang He Han [2013] No. 74

Date of Issuance: February 18, 2013

To competent commerce department and department of environmental protection of all provinces,
autonomous regions, municipalities directly under the central government, municipalities
separately listed on the state plan and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps, and all
central enterprises,

In order to direct enterprises in China to further regularize their environmental protection
behaviors in foreign investment and cooperation, guide them to actively perform their social
responsibilities of environmental protection, and promote the sustainable development of foreign
investment and cooperation, we have formulated the Guidelines for Environmental Protection in
Foreign Investment and Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as these Guidelines) which is hereby
issued.

Competent commerce departments and departments of environmental protection of all regions
shall step up publicity of these Guidelines, and guide enterprises in China to raise their
environmental protection awareness, and to understand and observe environmental protection
policies and regulations of the host country in foreign investment and cooperation, so as to realize
mutual benefits.

Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China Ministry of Environmental



Article 1 These Guidelines are hereby formulated in order to direct
enterprises in China to further regularize their environmental protection
behaviors in foreign investment and cooperation activities, timely identify
and prevent environmental risks, guide enterprises to actively perform
their social responsibilities of environmental protection, set up good
international images for Chinese enterprises, and support the sustainable
development of the host country.

Article 2 These Guidelines are applicable to the environmental protection of
Chinese enterprises in foreign investment and cooperation activities,
which shall be abided by enterprises consciously.

Article 3 It is advocated that in the course of active performance of their
responsibilities of environmental protection, enterprises should respect
the religious belief, cultural traditions and national customs of community
residents of the host country, safeguard legitimate rights and interests of
labors, offer training, employment and re--employment opportunities to
residents in the surrounding areas, promote harmonious development of
local economy, environment and community, and carry out cooperation on
the basis of mutual benefits.



Article 4

Enterprises shall, adhering to the concept of environmental friendly
and resource conservation, develop low-carbon and green
economy, and implement sustainable development strategies, so as
to realize a “win-win” situation of corporate self-interests and
environmental protection.

Article 8

Enterprises shall, in accordance with requirements of laws and
regulations of the host country, conduct environmental impact
assessment on their development and construction as well as
production and operation activities, and take reasonable measures
to reduce possible adverse impacts based on the findings of such
environmental impact assessment.



Article 9 Enterprises are encouraged to take full into account of
the impacts of their development and construction as well as
production and operation activities on the social environment such
as historical and cultural heritages, scenic spots and folk customs,
and to take reasonable measures to reduce possible adverse
impacts.

Article 11 Enterprises are encouraged to, prior to construction of
the project, conduct environmental monitoring and evaluation for
the proposed construction site, obtain understanding of the
environmental background situation of the place where the project
is located and its surrounding areas, and put the environmental
monitoring and evaluation results on record.

Enterprises are inspired to conduct monitoring on main pollutants
discharged, be aware of the pollution situation of enterprises at all
times, and put the monitoring results on record



Article 12 Enterprises are advocated to carry out environmental
due diligence on the target enterprise before acquiring overseas
enterprises, focusing the evaluation on the hazardous wastes
formed in its historical operation activities and the soil and
underground water pollution, as well as environmental debts of the
target enterprise related thereto. Encourage enterprises to take
favorable environmental practices for the purpose of reduction of
potential risks of environmental liabilities.

Article 13 Enterprises shall make management plans for hazardous
wastes that may be generated during production, the contents of
which shall include measures to reduce the amount and hazard of
hazardous wastes, as well as measures to store, transport, utilize
and dispose these hazardous wastes.



* Article 15 Enterprises shall carefully consider the
ecological function orientation of the area where the
project is located, and they may, with the coordination of
the government of the host country and the community,
have priority to take such measures as in--place and nearby
conservation of animal and plant resources that worth
conservation and may be affected, to reduce adverse
impacts on local biodiversity.

For ecological impacts caused by investment activities,
enterprises are encouraged to carry out ecological
restoration in accordance with requirements of laws

* Article 18 Encourage enterprises to post their
environmental information on a regular basis, and publish
their plans on implementation of laws and regulations on
environmental protection, measures taken, and
environmental performance achieved,etc..



* Article 21 Enterprises are encouraged to actively
participate in and support local public benefit activities
for environmental protection, publicize the concept of
environmental protection, and build a good enterprise
image in respect of environmental protection.

* Article 22 Encourage enterprises to research and learn
from the principles, standards and practices with
respect to environmental protection that are adopted

by international organizations and multilateral financial
institutions.



EIA Report and Review

After the EIA Report is lodged with the
Ministry what happens next.

There is usually and initial review of the EIA.

This is based on the Procedures (when
approved).

A checklist is one way of reviewing the EIA to
ensure that all the information is provided.



EIA Report and Review

 The EIA Report Review Body shall have the following
responsibilities:

When requested by the Ministry, to review the EIA of any Project.

Within the timeframe prescribed by the Ministry, to prepare an EIA
Review Report in regard to an EIA Report.

The Ministry may, in each case, prescribe the scope and content of the
EIA Review Report.

The EIA Review Report shall identify any defects in the EIA
investigations or the EIA Report and give recommendations as to
which further studies, investigations, consultations or assessment that
the Project Proponent must undertake and report.

The EIA Report Review Body shall provide such other feedback and
recommendations on any EIA Report as the Ministry may explicitly
request.

The EIA Review Report shall, where relevant, give recommendations
on conditions of the ECC.



— The Ministry may, in each case, prescribe the scope and content of the EIA
Review Report. Such scope and content may include assessments of the
following questions:

* Does the EIA Report comply with the Procedure (EIA Report structure, content, study
methodology, public participation process, etc.)?

* Does the EIA Report comply with the Scoping Report and TOR for the EIA?

* Does the EIA Report comply with explicit guidelines, standards, timing or criteria for
review?

* Does the EIA Report recognize and consider the views of stakeholders?

* |sthe EIA Report complete and does it contain sufficient, suitable and reliable
information?

* Have all applicable environmental requirements been adequately identified, addressed,
referred to and fully complied with in the preparation and content of the EIA Report?

* Have all foreseeable Adverse Impacts been identified and addressed in the preparation
and content of the EIA Report?

* |sit likely that the measures to prevent, mitigate or minimize Adverse Impacts of the
Project specified in the EIA Report will ensure that the environmental requirements will
be fully complied with?

* Are the measures to prevent or minimize pollution from the Project effective and based
on BAT and Good Practice?

* Are there any measures or procedures which are non-compliant or risk leading to non-
compliance with environmental requirements?

* Can the Project as described and presented in the EIA Report be constructed and
operated without causing unacceptable Adverse Impacts?



Types of Mitigation form a hierarchy

Avoid the impact by not taking action or parts of the
action

Minimize impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of
the action

Rectify the impact by repairing, restoring, or
rehabilitating the affected environment

Reduce or eliminate the impact over time by
preservation and maintenance operations.

Compensate for the impacts by replacing or providing
substitute resources or environments



EIA review hd.pdf




Principle 10, Rio Declaration

Environmental issues are best handled with the

participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant
level. At the national level, each individual shall have

appropriate access to information concerning the

environment that is held by public authorities,

including information on hazardous materials and

activities in their communities, and the opportunity to

participate in decision-making processes. States s
facilitate and encourage public awareness and
participation by making information widely availa
Effective access to judicial and administrative

nall

ole.

proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be

provided.



